
ACEs, Overdose, and 
Suicide are Related

ACES AND OVERDOSE

ACEs are associated with increased risk of overdose later in life and are associated with younger opioid 
initiation, injection drug use, and lifetime overdose.1

ACES AND SUICIDE

Experiencing any ACE is associated with an increased risk for suicide; the odds of ever attempting suicide are 30 
times higher for adults with four or more ACEs compared to adults with no ACEs.2

OVERDOSE AND SUICIDE

Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) involving prescription drugs is associated with an increase of 40 to 60% in the risk 
of suicidal ideation.3 

ACES, OVERDOSE, AND SUICIDE

ACEs are associated with increased risk of overdose and suicide later in life. For children, losing a loved one to 
suicide or overdose is an ACE. Experiencing these is associated with increased risk of future overdose or suicide.
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